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Coast Guard, DHS § 153.103 

CFR, 1991 Comp., p. 351; Department of 
Homeland Security Delegation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 73–185, 41 FR 12630, Mar. 25, 
1976, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 153.101 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to pre-

scribe regulations concerning notifica-
tion to the Coast Guard of the dis-
charge of oil or hazardous substances 
as required by the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act, as amended 
(FWPCA); the procedures for the re-
moval of a discharge of oil; and the 
costs that may be imposed or reim-
bursed for the removal of a discharge of 
oil or hazardous substances under the 
FWPCA. 

[CGD 84–067, 51 FR 17965, May 16, 1986] 

§ 153.103 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
(a) Act means the Federal Water Pol-

lution Control Act, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.). 

(b) CERCLA means the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(c) Chemical agents means those ele-
ments, compounds, or mixtures that 
coagulate, disperse, dissolve, emulsify, 
foam, neutralize, precipitate, reduce, 
solubilize, oxidize, concentrate, con-
geal, entrap, fix, make the pollutant 
mass more rigid or viscous, or other-
wise facilitate the mitigation of delete-
rious effects or removal of the pollut-
ant from the water. The term ‘‘chem-
ical agents’’ as used in this part in-
cludes dispersants, surface collecting 
agents, biological additives, burning 
agents, and sinking agents as defined 
in Subpart H of the National Contin-
gency Plan. 

(d) Assistant Commandant for Marine 
Safety, Security and Environmental Pro-
tection means the Coast Guard Officer 
designated by the Commandant to as-
sist and advise the Commandant on 
matters related to marine environ-
mental response, port and environ-
mental safety, and waterways manage-
ment. 

(e) Coastal waters means all U.S. 
waters subject to the tide, U.S. waters 

of the Great Lakes, specified ports and 
harbors on the inland rivers, waters of 
the contiguous zone, or other waters of 
the high seas subject to discharges in 
connection with activities under the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) or the Deepwater 
Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), 
or which may affect natural resources 
belonging to, appertaining to, or under 
the exclusive management authority of 
the United States (including resources 
under the Magnuson Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act (16 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.)). These waters include 
those contained within the Exclusive 
Economic Zone declared by Presi-
dential Proclamation 5030 on March 10, 
1983 (43 FR 10605). 

NOTE: Coastal waters are those waters 
where the Coast Guard has the responsibility 
for providing On-Scene Coordinators under 
the National Contingency Plan. Specific di-
viding lines between coastal and inland 
waters, and the identification of specified 
ports and harbors on inland rivers, are con-
tained in Regional Contingency Plans pre-
pared pursuant to the National Contingency 
Plan. 

(f) Contiguous zone means the entire 
zone established by the United States 
under Article 24 of the Convention on 
the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous 
Zone, as published in the June 1, 1972 
issue of the FEDERAL REGISTER (37 FR 
11906). 

(g) Discharge includes, but is not lim-
ited to, any spilling, leaking, pumping, 
pouring, emitting, emptying, or dump-
ing, but excludes (A) discharges in 
compliance with a permit under Sec-
tion 402 of the Act, (B) discharges re-
sulting from circumstances identified 
and reviewed and made part of the pub-
lic record with respect to a permit 
issued or modified under Section 402 of 
the Act, and subject to a condition in 
such permit, and (C) continuous or an-
ticipated intermittent discharges from 
a point source, identified in a permit or 
permit application under section 402 of 
the Act, which are caused by events oc-
curring within the scope of relevant op-
erating or treatment systems. 

(h) Hazardous substance means any 
substance designated by the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency pursuant to section 311(b)(2) of 
the Act. 
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